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Hidden Leaks Cause Big Problems
It may seem like a minor thing. You have 
a small leak around a window. It’s only 
a problem when it rains. There’s a tiny 
drip coming from one of the valves under 
a bathroom sink. You see a small water 
stain on the drywall ceiling in your guest 
bathroom. There’s some missing grout in 
the shower.

These small problems can lead to big 
headaches. Over time, a seemingly 
insignificant leak can cause expensive 
damage and provide a breeding ground for 
mold. In addition, certain pests such as ants, 
roaches and termites are attracted to these 
reliable water sources and may choose to 
set up housekeeping by building nests and 
raising their young inside your walls, above 
your ceilings and under your floors.

As the weather gets cooler, there is also a 
potential for more condensation around 
windows, inside walls and in crawl spaces 
and basements. A little bit of condensation 
is all that is needed to create a veritable 
petri dish of microbial activity on just about 
any surface.

The problem is that these leaks can be 
hard to spot. And even if you see evidence 
of them, finding the actual source can be 
nearly impossible. The average home has 
over 300 feet of plumbing pipes, including 

supply lines, drains, sewer lines and vent 
pipes. A single small drip from one of these 
pipes can go undetected for years. And 
when you finally see a visible sign, it may be 
nowhere near the actual leak. Water follows 
the path of least resistance, making leak 
location a tricky proposition.

In addition to plumbing, there are doors, 
windows and roof vents that penetrate your 
home’s protective envelope. Any of these 
penetrations can develop a leak. If your 
home has a chimney, add that to the list of 
potential leak sites.

Water can also enter your home through 
the foundation. As a house settles, small 
cracks can develop in the concrete slab, 
block foundation and brick mortar.

Think about the appliances like your 
icemaker, water heater, washing machine, 
dishwasher, garbage disposal, and the 
water dispenser on your refrigerator. All 
of those connections, drains and pumps 
represent potential leaks.

Then there are the gutters and downspouts. 
They are designed to take large amounts 
of water from the roof and divert it away 
from the house and foundation. Clogged 
downspouts can cause water to overrun the 
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Hidden Leaks Cause Big Problems (continued from cover)
gutters allowing water to enter the 
home at the eaves.

With all these potential leak sources, 
there is a good chance you have an 
undetected leak, water damage or 
even mold in your home. What should 
you do? 

First, take a good look around. 
The most common sign of a leak is 
discolored wood, drywall or flooring. A 
musty, damp odor is also an indication 
of unwanted moisture and should be 
investigated. 

If you see mold growing on any 
surface inside or outside your home, 
don’t ignore it. It is a sign of prolonged 
exposure to moisture or high humidity. 

If you have an attic, inspect the roof 
decking. Dark spots, mold or musty 
odors indicate there is a leak. Where 
pipes, vents and chimneys penetrate 
the roof, look for daylight, which is 
a sign the flashing or boots need to 
be sealed, caulked or replaced. If you 
suspect a leak, contact a qualified 
roofing contractor for an inspection.

One way to check for plumbing leaks 
is to turn off all faucets and water-

consuming appliances like your 
icemaker. Then go to the water meter 
and take a picture of the reading. Go 
run some errands for an hour or two, 
making sure that no one uses any water 
in the home. Check the meter when you 
get back. If you have a leak, the meter 
will show that water was consumed.

Look around the perimeter of your 
house – inside and out – for swollen 
or warped baseboards, deteriorated 
paint and rotted wood. Carefully check 
around windows and doors, both 
inside and out, for cracks, decayed 
wood and missing caulk. 

Also remember the damage is usually 
worse than it appears. A small amount 
of mold on a wall surface may be 
the only clue there is a major mold 
problem inside the wall cavity.

KleenRite is here to help correct any 
moisture or mold related problems 
in your home or business. If you 
suspect you have a problem, call us. 
We use special inspection equipment 
that makes it much easier for us to 
pinpoint the problem and propose a 
solution. Don’t wait until that tiny leak 
becomes a major headache.

For Dads, More 
Family Time 
Brings Greater Job 
Satisfaction
A February 2015 study shows that 
fathers feel greater job satisfaction 
and less work-life conflict when they 
spend more time caring for their 
children. They get mental bonus 
points for helping out with the kids.

The study published in the Academy 
of Management Perspectives shows 
that before increasing child care time, 
men spent only less than an hour per 
day with their kids. The Bureau of 
Labor statistics showed women spent 
1.86 hours per workday on child care.

Men spending an average of 2.65 
hours a day with their children on 
weekdays were more satisfied. Up to 

a certain point, the more time they 
reported spending with their children, 
the more likely they were to think 
their work enriched their home life. 
They agreed with statements like “my 
involvement in my work helps me be a 
better family member.”

Those who were more involved with 
their children were also less likely to 
quit their jobs.

Ingredients:
• 1 cup brown rice

• 1 2/3 cups water

• 3 tablespoons butter

• 3 tablespoons olive oil

• 2 cloves garlic, minced

• 1/2 cup white wine

• 2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

• 1 1/2 pounds medium shrimp - 
peeled and deveined

• 1/4 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf 
parsley

• 1/2 teaspoon cornstarch

Directions:
1. Combine the brown rice and water 

in a small saucepan. Bring to a boil, 
reduce heat to low and cook until 
all the water is absorbed, about 25 
minutes.

2. Melt the butter with the olive oil in 
a skillet over medium heat; cook 
the garlic in the butter and oil until 
fragrant, 1 to 2 minutes. Pour in the 
wine and lemon juice; reduce heat 
to medium-low and simmer. Stir in 
the shrimp and cook until the shrimp 
turns pink, stirring regularly, 5 to 7 
minutes. Sprinkle the parsley over the 
shrimp and cook another 2 minutes. 
Add the cornstarch to the liquid and 
stir until it thickens, about 1 minute 
more. Serve hot over the brown rice.

recipe courtesy allrecipes.com

Lemony Shrimp over 
Brown Rice

One of the most important things a 
father can do, is spend time with his kids.
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Debt and 
Retirement Equals 
a Serious Problem
Debt is more acceptable these 
days, but it is becoming a drag on 
retirement, especially when the 
unexpected happens.

According to new research by 
Employee Benefit Research, more 
households headed by someone 75 
or older are in debt. The number for 
whom debt is excessive – more than 
40 percent of income – has increased 
25 percent in the last 10 years. In fact, 
50 percent of 75-plus households 
have debt in housing or credit cards, 
up from 31 percent in 2007.

Newly retired people or those nearing 
retirement are more likely to have 
debt than retirees in the 1990s, 

even though debt payments as a 
percentage of income have declined.

According to Forbes, it is important to 
get debt paid off when approaching 
retirement. Unexpected problems 
can cause serious financial woes 
for new retirees. Health problems 
after retirement or a job loss before 
retirement can send people burdened 
with debt into bankruptcy.

Marriage Equals 
More Happiness 
More people are choosing to live 
together rather than marry, but a 
recent study found that long-term 
happiness comes from “I do.”

A recent study published in the Journal 
of Happiness Studies has found that 
getting married has a big impact 
on a couple’s long-term happiness. 
Economists John Halliwell and Shawn 
Grover analyzed the findings of two 
longitudinal studies to answer the 
questions of whether the happiness 
after marriage is short-lived; whether 
it’s marriage itself that causes 
happiness; or whether happy people 
were the ones more likely to get and 
stay married in the first place.

The pair first looked at data from 
a British Institute survey of 30,000 
people over an 18-year period. People 
of varying ages were asked the same 
questions from 1991 to 2009 about 
their lifestyles and moods, allowing 
researchers to gather information on 
their levels of happiness before and 
after marriage.

Halliwell and Grover then looked at 
data from a much bigger UK survey of 
300,000 people between 2011 and 

2013 related to anxieties, social lives, 
and happiness.

It turns out, the happiness effect 
of marriage is far from short-lived. 
Married people are 10 percent 
more satisfied than single people. 
Cohabitating couples are only 75 
percent as happy as marrieds. They 
also found that marriage appears 
to be of the greatest importance 
in middle age, when many people 
experience diminished well-being.

The quality of the marriage has a 
big part to play. The foundation of a 
married couple’s happiness appears 
to be the bond they share and, say 
the researchers, those who cited 
their spouse as their best friend 
experienced twice as much happiness 
as those who didn’t.

Say yes to marriage, and say yes to 
happiness.

Retirement years will be a much happier 
time if they’re spent debt free.
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KleenRite 
Testimonials
“It looks really good. Very pleased. And 
they were very nice young men.”
–  Janet Timmer (Gilbert & Anthony)

“Looks so much better, that is why I 
always call KleenRite.”
– Azia Awate (Mike & Sam)

“Very well mannered staff. Very 
thorough and efficient. Very good job!”
– Bonnie Stanton (Mike & Anthony)

“Everything turned out great. The 
carpet and slate look wonderful.”
– Carolyn Burrell (James & Cole)

“Everything turned out great...no spots/
odors/smells. The guys were friendly. I 
am very happy.”
– Rochelle Bilbrey (James & Tyler H.)



Win a $50 VISA Gift Card!
Read this edition of Kleen Living to find the answer to the following 
trivia question:

An easy, effective way to determine if you have a 
plumbing leak is with:
a. the water meter
b. a stethoscope
c. compressed air
d. a humidity meter 
Once you’ve found the correct answer, go to www.KleenRite.net or 
call the Kleen Living Trivia Line at (217) 353-5244 to submit your 
answer. Leave your name, phone number and the correct answer. 
You will be entered into a drawing to win a $50 VISA Gift card.

Congratulations to last month’s winner: Hannah Eggers

Get FREE Carpet Cleaning!
For new customers – Call KleenRite for a free in-home carpet evaluation. While we’re there, we will clean one room of carpet 
up to 200 sq. feet absolutely FREE! This is the best way for you to experience the KleenRite difference with no strings attached 
and risk-free! We’ll give you an exact quote on the rest of your carpets too. Again, there is no obligation, small print or purchase 
requirement. It’s just... FREE.
For existing loyal KleenRite clients – Refer a friend and they get a free room of carpets cleaned the KleenRite way! Plus, when 
your friend becomes a KleenRite client, we’ll send you a $10 gift card to use toward your next cleaning. Why would we do this? 
Because we know that word of mouth is the best advertising in the world! It’s a win-win-win!

Offer valid only for addressee.

KleenRite 
602 Ashford Court
Champaign IL 61822

Carpets Cleaned Right or Cleaned FREE!

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
Flood, Fire and Mold Cleanup
Oriental and Fine Area Rugs

Carpet Repair and Restretching
Deodorizing Services

(217) 351-4930
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